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which Punishment lasts as long as the Judge determines in his Sentence.
Some they lay in the Stocks by the Neck, laid flat on then Back in the
open Sun, with their Face continually towards it while it shines, and this
lasts for one, two, or three Days, as the Judge thinks fit to order.

Traitors, Murderers, and Pirates, are carried to Nankin to be tried and
punisht, except a special Order from the Empeior carry Custom out of her
Road. Those Gaols in Nankin are only cleared of Malefactors once in
three Years. In those Prisons they live in great Misery, and often wish for
Death before it comes.

Every one of those Sort of Criminals has particular Piisons belonging
to such Grimes, and when the Judge receives the Emperor's Orders to
reprieve such a Number, the Judge has it in his Power to save whom he
pleases of that Number specified, and the rest are immediately put to
Death, as fast as they can dispatch them with the Swoid and Ax. I have
been credibly informed, that 30000 have been executed in one Month,
and half that Number reprieved.

When the Emperor gives special Order for the Punishment of Piracy
or Murder, the Delinquent is tied to a Stake, and an Executioner cuts
the Skin of his Forehead round from Ear to Ear, and pulls it over his Eyes,
and then delivers him to the Friends and Relations of those that had
suffered Injuries by him, and they have the Pleasure of torturing him as
they please. I have heard of some who have been tortured three Days and
Nights before they expired. Others have had a Brick or Stone Cloke built
round them close to their Bodies, by the Side of an High-way, and a
Guard set over them, who commanded all Passengers to spit on their
Heads as they past by, and they are generally much longer a dying than
the others.

Parents have the Power of the Life and Death of their Children till they
marry, and then that Power ceases. Husbands have the same Power of
their Wives, if they are convicted of Adultery. I knew an Instance of the
latter in Amoy, by a Chinese that went a Voyage to Fort St. George, and from
thence to England. He had a good agreeable young Woman to his Wife,
and he pretended when he returned, to make his Wife use the Freedom
of England, in bringing his Wife into English Mens Company when they
came to his House, and made her eat at Table, or drink Tea with them,
but not when any Chinese Strangers were in his House. However, she did
not know how to behave her self prudently in that State of Freedom, but
was debaucht by severals, and he going a Voyage to Canton, had staid ten
Months after the English Shipping was gone, and found her big with
Child at his Return. He sent for her Relations and feasted them, and then